Chromatin structure, DNA methylation, and gene expression at sites of viral integration in human fibroblasts. Implications for chromosomal fragility.
We analyzed the structural and functional properties of a chromosomal region in which a recombinant hybrid virus adenovirus 5/SV40 preferentially integrates. Our results demonstrated that the structure of the cellular targets for DNA and RNA viruses is very similar and that the cellular sequence flanking the integrated virus possesses, simultaneously, all the features postulated to be the molecular basis for chromosomal fragility.